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Thanks to everyone who has joined or renewed—
your name is on the list below! 

MSCA 2018-2019 membership dues have been payable since June 1 and were due by October 1. 
 If your name is not on this list, please mail your dues in today, along with the form on the last page of this 

newsletter, or bring them with you to Potluck. The list is current as of September 29, 2018.

Welcome Back to Potluck! 
We’re Kicking Off the 2018-2019 Year With

“TAILGATE UNDER THE STARS”
(weather permitting) at 5pm on Saturday,October 6.

MSCA will provide the BBQ and the live music.  
You bring the sides and wear your team colors.

Erin & Joseph Becker
Janet and Ed Bilderback
Linda Holk Brink
Sheila & Jim Cassidy
Diane & Clem Clapp
Frances Cleverdon
Marilyn & John Cobb
Dorothy Crowell
Brenda Mckenzie Davis
Ed Douglas & Jan Pruitt
Vera Douglas
Sandra & Cliff Doyle
Judy G. Duffey
Walter M. Dunlap III
James Emmett & 
 James Noah Emmett
Mary Emmett
Becky & Tom Estes
Martha & Les Farmer
Joyce Gaar
Marley & Stephen 
 Gardner
Alida & Bill Given
Maybelle Godwin

David Guthrie & 
 Regina Mullins
Loilly & Bob Holk
Betsy & Rodney Hubble
Danny Huff & Jutta 
 Kaiser
Anne Huppé
Linda & David Ingram
Dotty & Ken Johnson
Quint Johnson &  
 Gayle Gutherie
Jacque Juvenal
Brooke & Chuck Kelly
Lyndy Kouns
Mary & Joe Lawrence
Gerry Lester
Leroy Lord
Deborah & Blanchard 
 Marriott
Luanne & John Matson

Lacie Maynard
LeLe McLemore
Ashley & Maury 
 McPhillips
Jeremy Middlebrooks 
 & Jenni Wren
Mary Lou & Tom Miller
Rhonda & Steve 
 Mobley
Paige & Andrew  
 Monaghan
Virginia & Richard 
 Morehart
Jane & Glenn Moyer
Sigrid & Jerrold Oaklief
Janet Paarlberg
Chris & Nancy Parker
Rivers S. Puckett
Rivers & Todd Puckett
Liz Ramsey

Sandy & Tim Russell 
Alex Saad & 
 Gayle Dearman 
St. Paul’s Episcopal 
  Chapel
David Shelby & Jamie 
  Beth Stephenson
Nick Shields
Elaine & Buster Slay
Donna & David Smith
Gail & David Smith
Helen & Bo Soulé
Virginia & Ed Stone
Darlene Tasso
Edy Taylor
Louise Taylor
Sheila & Ronald Turner
Mary Ann & Terry 
 Underwood
Eddie Sue & 
 Chris Winter
David Worthington &
 Eric Bigelow
Joy & Bob Zeanah

Inside: Making the Most of Autumn, Blessing of the Animals, MSPL Children’s Hour, Estate Sale, 
Madrigal Dinner ‘18, Tour of Homes, Photos from the 4th, Our Boy Scouts are “Top Troop”

While dues are not prorated, the MSCA 
Board voted to welcome first-time members 
who joined after March 1, 2018 by extend-
ing their memberships through May 2019. 
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President’s Letter                “Making the Most of Autumn”
Summer holidays are over, children are back in school or off to college, football 
schedules are in full swing, and clubs and organizations are beginning to meet 
once again. As I walked to the river yesterday, I caught a glimpse of autumn. 
The feathery leaves of the Cypress trees are just beginning to go from green to 
red, and quite unexpectedly, the wind seemed to change just a bit from warm 
to cool. A blog I read on True Nature Travels describes this change in season 
this way:

Autumn heralds in a time of transition and invites us to embrace the  
energy of change. Like spring, autumn is considered the season of change, 
but these two seasons are very different.  Spring is about diving into new  opportunities, cleaning 
out the cobwebs of winter, detoxing, and revving up the engine to prepare for the full-force energy 
of summer. Fall, on the other hand, is about a quieter kind of transition. Now is the time to start 
slowing down and preparing for winter. (I know, I know. In LA (Lower Alabama), we may not 
have dramatically cold temperatures, but we do have winter’s shorter days.)

I have to admit, I’m one of those people who not only likes change, but will seek it out. “Slowing 
down” and “experiencing quieter times” are not often part of my DNA. While I do understand there 
are those who are uncomfortable with change, I embrace it. It energizes me. Change requires me 
to think differently and to look at things with a more inquisitive eye, and to seek new answers and 
directions. Whether it is by learning a new game or skill, reading a new genre of book, traveling to a 
new country, or simply trying a new recipe or restaurant, I feel that change keeps me learning, 
growing and moving. In other words, I feel alive and healthy when I am exercising my brain. But I 
also realize, there are times when I need to slow down, be patience, and replenish my spirit. 

The blog’s unnamed author suggests five tips to help us walk into autumn with open arms and make 
the most out of this season of change. 

1. Transition Towards Stillness. Start by creating more space in your schedule for you 
time. Designate specific time for quiet practices that will help you move inward. Things like 
meditation, journaling, or spending a few minutes at dawn just sitting in nature.

2. Let the Change Come to You. Unlike spring, in which we actively pursue change and 
push forward, autumn is a time for stepping back, opening the door, and letting the change 
come to you. This change is lessabout embracing new and more about letting go of the old.

3. Practice the Art of Letting Go. In spring, we start new things and blossom into bright, 
shining versions of ourselves. Autumn, on the other hand, is the time to re-evaluate what 
things we are holding onto that we no longer need. It is a time to shed the old habits and 
patterns that no longer serve us. It’s a time to release, relax, and make more space in our 
lives for those things that matter most.

4. Stay Grounded in Your Roots. As the cool autumn winds blow through, it is important 
to find your roots. Transition, especially during the season of letting go and saying goodbye, 
can be incredibly difficult. To face these changes with an open, accepting heart, we need 
to feel supported and safe. Turn to the ones who love you unconditionally; find safe spaces 
where you can relax and be with your thoughts; dedicate time explicitly for self-care. The 
more grounded you feel in yourself and in your community, the easier it will be to let go of 
that which is no longer serving you.

5. Seek Out Things That Nourish. No matter how you look at it, letting go can be a painful 
process. The season of change is inspiring and beautiful, but it is also hard. So, make sure 
to take care of yourself. Eat warming, nourishing foods. Take baths, cuddle with a blanket, 
spend time with your loved ones, or go for a hike. Whatever nourishes you, gravitate toward 
that.

For me, these suggestions are things I really need to work towards. One thing we can all do together 
is feeling grounded in our community. Come join us Saturday, October 6 (5 p.m.) as we kick off the 
fall MSCA season. This will be a wonderful time to relax, visit with friends and neighbors, and enjoy 
warm, nourishing foods. Hope to see you there.

—Judith Miller, President



3

St. Paul’s Loves 
Fluffy and Fido, Too
Bring your pets, service animals, canine or equine 
co-workers, or any animal you love (and can 
appropriately restrain) to St. Paul’s (14755 Oak  
for the Blessing of the Animals at 10am on  
Saturday, October 6. Everyone is welcome!  
The Blessing is inspired by St. Francis, whose 

feast day is October 4. Many 
animals in our community 
need help, so please bring 
some pet food (cat food,  
wet and dry, is much needed)  
or some money for our  
collection, which will benefit 
 Stray Love, the Magnolia 
Springs-based rescue  
organization.MAGNOLIA SPRINGS
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From the Editor River Talk is published monthly, October to May, and once (or maybe more) in the summer. Please send your news 
to pruitt.jan@gmail.com. Deadline for each issue is the 15th of the previous month unless otherwise announced.

 —Jan Pruitt, Editor 
Magnolia Springs Community Association  • Post Office Box 6 • Magnolia Springs, AL 36555

You know what a great venue for a gathering our historic  
Community Hall can be —please help pass the word!

The Hall is available for gatherings large and small: 
birthday parties, showers, wedding receptions, 
family reunions, etc.

Hall rental rates
Under 2 hours: $125
2-5 hours: $350
More than 5 hours: $600

Use of tables & chairs included; cleaning fee additional.

Interested renters can contact Judith Miller at  
drjudithmiller@bellsouth.net.

Beginning with their second 
consecutive year of membership, 
MSCA members receive 
a 20% discount.

Coming up: —two very special 
mark-your-calendar-now events

The
Madrigal Dinner 

Returneth
with a new script, 

new music, new menu, and 
the same great fun

as last year.

Friday and Saturday
December 14 & 15

Magnolia 
Springs 
Home 
Tour

March 10, 2019

1:00 p.m.– 5:00 p.m.
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Scenes from the Magnolia Springs 
Independence Day Parade and Celebration

All photos 
by Ed Stone.
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Boy Scout Troop 97 Magnolia Springs 
Has Been Named “Top Troop”—Again!
 Over 120 young men, representing 11 different Boy Scout 
Troops in Baldwin County came together for the Camporee, 
competing in Scout skill events like first aid, fire building, 
and leadership. The theme for the Camporee was “What 
Would McGyver Do?”, and asked the boys to address  
traditional Scouting events in unconventional means.  
Additional scoring bonuses were given for ingenuity.
 The fire building event (Light It Up, Put It Out) challenged 
the boys to think beyond the normal task of building a fire. 
They were required to build a fire without matches or a  
lighter, which is not uncommon for Boy Scouts. The  
uncommon part was that their fire then had to burn through 
a plastic bag full of water that had to then completely  
extinguish the fire!
 In “Help Me”, Boy Scout patrols discovered a simulated 
injured hiker who had to be rescued. The injuries ranged 
from simple fractures to spinal cord injuries, and the rescue 
route involved transporting the injured hiker across a bridge. 
A local fire department loaned the Boy Scouts a 165 lb drag 
dummy, making this the first time most patrols had actually 
encountered a first aid challenge with an adult sized male 
victim.
 Leadership skills were put to the test in “Frostbite!”, 
where the patrol leader was unable to use his hands and 
his patrol members were blindfolded and unable to see. 
Using only his voice, the patrol leader had to direct his  
patrol to erect a suitable shelter for all members to be able 
to hunker down during a simulated snowstorm.
 Making a debut appearance at this Camporee was “Tick, 
Tick, Tick - BOOM!”, the Baldwin District’s take on the  
escape room craze. Patrols had to find clues and solve  
riddles to unlock 4 padlocks and “escape” before the 
10-minute timer ran out.
 This was the 4th time in the past 8 Camporees that the 
Magnolia Springs Boy Scout Troop claimed the honor of 
“Top Troop”.  Scoutmaster Brandon Spivey said, “I could not 
be prouder of these young boys. We may be a small troop, 
but our boys have got heart and are well versed in Scouting 
skills.”
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Magnolia Springs Community Association
PO Box 6
Magnolia Springs, AL 36555

2018-2019 Magnolia Springs Community Association Directory Information
Please fill in all information even if you are renewing so we are sure to have your most current information.

Date: ____________________________________

Name(s):________________________________________/________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

      _______________________________________________________________________________

Phone(s):_______________________________________/________________________________________

Email(s):_______________________________________/_________________________________________ 

2018-2019 Membership and Dues Information
Family ($25)_____       

                  OR 
Individual ($15) _____  

          
EXTRA: Mailed Paper Newsletters ($15)_____  

  
Additional Tax-Deductible Donation ___________  

TOTAL  ______________ 

Please mail this form and your check to: MSCA, PO Box 6, Magnolia Springs, AL 36555

If Family Membership, please list any addi-
tional members of household for nametags: 

__________________________________

__________________________________
_
__________________________________

__________________________________
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