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Independence Day Parade
A Community Success Again 

Potluck Returns Saturday, October 7, at 5 pm! 
We’re planning a tailgate party, so wear your team’s colors. 

Our 2017–18 membership year began June 1—
please pay your tax-deductible dues now! 

The new membership form appears 
on the last page of this newsletter.

It takes a village—or, strictly speaking, 
a town—to throw a community celebra-
tion, and no town does it like Magnolia 
Springs on the 4th of July. From our 
much-appreciated Grand Marshals Cliff 
and Sandra Doyle to the fancy horses 
to BSA Troop 97 and the patriotic kids 
awaiting their hot dogs, a festive and 
grateful spirit reigned in the Springs 
and in our hearts. Thanks, volunteers!

Feature 
continues 
on page 3
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Coming Events

Saturday, 10/7–Potluck– 
Community Hall—5pm

For all Town of Magnolia Springs 
meetings, go to:

www.townofmagnoliasprings.org/
calendar.asp 

From the Editor

River Talk is published monthly,  
September to May, and once (or maybe 
more) in the summer. Please send your 

news to pruitt.jan@gmail.com. Deadline 
for each issue is the 10th of the previous 

month unless otherwise announced.  

—Jan Pruitt, Editor
Magnolia Springs 

Community Association 
Post Office Box 6

Magnolia Springs, AL 36555 

President’s Letter

As summertime rolls around, I am always reminded of Nat 
King Cole’s ballad “Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of 
summer.” However, for us in Magnolia Springs, maybe it 
ought to be those lazy, rainy days of summer.

Regardless of the showers, summertime with MSCA is far 
from lazy! Just think July 4 th Celebration. I’d like to send a 
very special thank you to past president Elizabeth Ramsey, 
MSCA Board members, Janet Paarlberg, Mary Lou Miller 
and Buster Slay, as well as the Fire Department, Jesse’s, 
the Boy Scouts, and the Town of Magnolia Springs for mak-
ing it a fun-filled, family event. I understand everyone did 
an outstanding job!

So what’s been going on? Your newly elected board has met 
this summer and is busy looking ahead and planning for 
fall. The Farmers Market on Tuesdays continues to provide 
us with terrific local fresh produce and baked goods. 

When you pass by the Hall, take a few minutes to enjoy the 
new landscaping installed in front by the Garden Club. It is 
in full bloom and just beautiful. Around the Hall, we have 
used the summer months to complete some much needed 
yardwork and preventive maintenance. 

We’ve also hosted baby and wedding showers, in addition 
to our regular scheduled Boy Scout meetings and Stretch & 
Tone Exercise classes. So when you think of lazy summer 
days, think again: your Association and the Hall have been 
very busy.

So go ahead and join me in humming…

Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer
Those days of soda and pretzels and beer
Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer
You’ll wish that summer could always be here

See you soon!

             —Judith Miller, President

2017-2018 Magnolia Springs Community Association 
Board of Directors

Judith Miller, President
Todd Puckett, Vice President

Quint Johnson, Treasurer
Jan Pruitt, Recording Secretary

Luanne Matson, Corresponding Secretary

Maury McPhillips
Janet Bilderback

Helen Soulé
Kim Koniar
Lolly Holk

Gerry Lester 

Help Wanted
The Hall is looking great 
with new landscaping 
(Thanks, MS Garden 
Club!) and other 
updates. Volunteer 
Denny Huff painted the 
steps and would enjoy 
some help in painting 
the rest of the porch. 
Could that be you? Call 
Denny at 251-424-7123 
to make a plan for  
service and fellowship. 
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In Memorium—Danny Smith

Our friend and neighbor Danny Smith passed away on July 23. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Vicki and the rest of their family.

“We are indebted to 
our Grand Marshals 
Cliff and Sandra Doyle 
for their many years of 
leadership and dedicat-
ed work,” said parade 
chair Liz Ramsey. “Cliff 
served on the MSCA 
board of directors for 
13 years as treasurer, 
newsletter editor, and 
director. Sandra served 
as secretary and direc-
tor, and chaired some 
of our most memorable 
events.” The Doyles 
have contributed to 
the quality of life in 
Magnolia Springs in so 
many ways over the 
decades—we’re glad we 
had the opportunity to 
honor them on Indepen-
dence Day.

Community Success cont’d from page 1

The irrepressible Mary Lou Miller and her tireless team of hot dog 
wranglers cooked and wrapped franks with buns for easy distribution on 
the line. The Magnolia Springs Fire Department was, as always, a major 
part of the parade and of the preparation as they welcomed the commu-
nity to the station and provided fun for the kids. Other volunteers deco-
rated, prepped and served drinks and watermelon, cleaned up, and did 
the other zillion necessary tasks. Thanks to everyone who participated!
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Summer kicked off in high gear at the Magnolia Springs Library in 
June. The Summer Reading Program was a smash hit with over twen-
ty kids of all ages taking part in the program. We are so proud of those 
who completed their assignments!

Saturday, July 8th, we had six Cardettes 
for a fun-filled morning creating birdhouse 
gift boxes that can be used to gift small 
items. A good time was had by all!

As always, our Thursday “Caturdays” are 
a wonderful day for the staff of the library 
and all the patrons who wander in. The 
first week in July was no exception with our lovable visitors Marigold, 
a sweet tabby, and Teeny Tush, an adorable bobtail, both available for 
adoption from StrayLove Foundation.[Update: Marigold has been adopt-
ed.] 

Here’s something new at your library – books! By your favorite authors, 
that is. Do you like John Grisham? CJ Box? Janet Evanovich? Heather 

Graham? Want the latest? Every week there’s a new book from someone’s favorite author and we 
can acquire them for you. Get ‘em here, folks! Stop in and see what’s new on the shelves before 
they go out circulating into that great big reading cloud. 

On that note, do you have a library card? Well, why not?? They’re free  
and can be used throughout the Baldwin County Library system.  
Stop in and let your friendly library staff give you one. All you need is  
one proof of identity.

We’re looking for a few good people to volunteer two hours a week at the 
library. You must be 15 or older; you will be required to sign an indemnifi-
cation waiver, and you must have your own transportation.

On a more serious note, the last 
few months have seen an increase 
in malicious mischief and vandal-
ism throughout the Springs and 
the Library has suffered the same. 
As a result, the Library has  
installed a security camera sys-
tem. Folks should continue to 
maintain a state of awareness of 

their surroundings and be ever watchful for their proper-
ties and each other. To help defray the cost of the system, 
we’re accepting any and all monetary donations. 

Your faithful library director wants to thank all of you for patronizing and sharing all the wonderful 
things happening at the Library. Remember, even though we have limited hours, we’re a full- 
service library with access to three computers, two printers and of course, fax, scanning, and  
copying services available for a small fee.                    —Melanie O’Donnell

Notes from and Happenings at the Magnolia Springs 
Public Library—Services and Opportunities for You
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“Dear Magnolia Springs
Community Association—
Thank you very much for 
awarding me this scholarhip. 
I am very honored to have the 
opportunity to represent your 
association. I will use this 
scholarship to aid me in my 
future career as an educator, 
hopefully in Foley. Thank you 
again!
 —Candace Johnson”

Highlights from the May 2017 Potluck
and Business Meeting

Above: The MSCA’s 2017 scholarship recipient, Candace Johnson, with her mother (left) 
and MSCA 2015-2017 President Liz Ramsey. Below: Outgoing president Liz receives  
a gift of appreciation from her vice-president, Nick Shields, and incoming president  
Judith Miller.

The membership voted to accept the slate of  
officers and directors presented by the 
Nominating Committee, which was chaired 
by Janet Bilderback.

Members of the 2017-2018 Board of the MSCA are:
President—Judith Miller
Vice President—Todd Puckett
Recording Secretary—Jan Pruitt
Treasurer—Quinten Johnson
Corresponding Secretary—Luanne Matson

Director 1—Maury McPhillips
Director 2—Janet Bilderback
Director 3—Helen Soulé
Director 4—Kim Koniar
Director 5—Lolly Holk
Director 6—Gerry Lester

Left to right: Matson, Holk, 
Lester, Koniar, Miller,  
McPhillips, Bilderback,  
Johnson. Not pictured: Pruitt, 
Puckett, and Soulé.
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For Those Who Give a “Fluff”— Stray Love volunteers combat 
outbreak of feline panleukopenia, acquire new 
adoption sites, complete relocation project 
Stray Love foster volunteers endured a heartbreaking spring as over 40 animals 
placed in their care died due to a rare outbreak of feline panleukopenia, a deadly 
feline parvo virus, apparently transmitted in the originating facility. The incuba-
tion period for the virus is 10 to 14 days. Many of the animals were completely 

vetted (combo test, spay/neuter, shots and micro-chipping) only to die within days of arriving at their 
foster homes. 
 
“All of Stray Love’s fosters, including me—and my sweet husband —spent days cleaning and disinfecting 
floors, carpets, kitty towers, towels, crates, clothing, shoes, etc., to kill the virus. We were able to save a 
few, but it was not easy. The survival rate is only 10% and that is only if you know what they have, are 
constantly giving fluids, and force feeding IF you can get them to keep it down. This equaled weeks and 
weeks of sleepless nights, and tearful call after call saying, ‘We lost another one,’” said Gayle Gutherie, 
Stray Love Foundation founder/director. “Through taking strict precautions, we are slowly starting to get 
back to normal.”
 
“On a happy note,” Gayle continued, “two months ago we partnered with the new PetSmart in Foley to 
fill the adoption windows.  So far we’ve gotten about 16 applications to adopt and 12 have gone through.  
This is going to make it possible for us to save more animals.” 
 
Gayle also reported another positive accomplishment: Stray Love completed a “Big Love” project that 
began in March, after the organization was contacted for help relocating a group of cats from a trailer 
park on Highway 98. Steve, an elderly man who lived in the park, had been caring for approximately 
nine stray cats for the past few years following the death of his friend who had cared for them previously.  
Gayle noted that all but two new arrivals were spayed/neutered, and that the cats had been accepted by 
the community for years (possibly because the park had no snake or rodent problems thanks at least in 
part of the presence of the cats). “Then,” said Gayle, “Last year someone took a shovel to one of the cats. 
A sweetheart of a couple in Summerdale with lots of acreage stepped up and agreed to take them.” By 
June all the cats were trapped, acclimated to their new surroundings, and released to “living the [non- 
reproducing] life” at the Summerdale estate.  

“So go the ups and downs of animal rescue. Please remember, we can always use donations for our 
estate sale, monetary donations, and volunteers. With all of the hospitalizations and attempts to save 
animals, overnighting one to Auburn to discover what disease was kiling the new fosters, along with 
our regular vetting, we are expecting an impressive vet bill this month. If you are interested in helping, 
please email me at info@StrayLoveFoundation.org,” Gayle said. 

The Magnolia Spring Community  
Association Farmers Market  
continues to bring excellent  
produce, seafood & meat, and 
baked goods to market in the  
Community Hall parking lot on 
Tuesday afternoons from 3–6pm.
 
Mark your calendars and please 
support our convenient  
Farmers Market!     
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Fire Chief Kay Driskell shared a couple of reminders with us this month. Did you know that smoke 
detectors should be replaced every ten years and checked monthly to ensure they are still 
operating? According to the National Fire Protection Association, batteries must be replaced when 
they chirp, signaling that they are running low—but replacing them every six months as you adjust 
your clocks for Daylight Saving Time can be an extra precaution, as well as preventing an annoying 
middle-of-the-night low battery signal.  

Good communication is crucial to success, especially in emergenices. Kay reminds us to call 911 
for all emergencies. If your situation is not exactly an emergency but you would like the fire 
department to respond, again, please call 911. The fire station is not manned 24 hours a day, so 
personnel are not there to answer the phone or check the voice mails. Remember: 911 for emergen-
cies. To help first responders, utility workers, delivery drivers, and first-time guests find your house, 
please post your address on your mail box or out by the road in such a way that it is visible to 
traffic coming from both directions. Kay said, “Remember we can’t help you if we can’t find you.”  

And here’s a reminder from your editor: the Magnolia Springs Volunteer Fire Department needs 
our financial support. They never solicit door to door, but send a request letter. If you haven’t re-
sponded to this year’s request, please take a minute now to send your donation to the MSVFD, 
P.O. Box 51, Magnolia Springs, AL  36555. You may have been solicited at your door by Lower Ala-
bama Search and Rescue (LASAR). LASAR is a Baldwin County search-and-rescue non-profit group 
based in Lillian, but they are not directly affiliated with the MSVFD, and donations to that group do 
not help meet the needs of our local fire department. 

Reminders from the MS Volunteer Fire Department—
Check Smoke Detectors, Visible House Numbers 
Essential, Annual ADEM Burn Ban Continues in Effect 
through November 1

Slay, Holk honored at “20th and Last” Pirates Cove Wood Boat Festival

Three Magnolia Springs residents received awards for their wooden craft during the Pirates Cove 
Wood Boat Festival, May 6 & 7, 2017. In the photo above, Bob Holk (left) and Buster and Elaine 
Slay are shown holding the awards: prints by artist Stig Marcusson. Each each Marcusson creates a 
painting during the festival, prints of which are given as prizes in the next year’s competition.

Bob won 2nd place in the Older Stauterbuilt Division. Stauterbuilt Boats are unique to the Alabama 
Gulf Coast and were first built in the late 1940s on the Mobile Causeway. Bob’s entry was a 1957 
14 ft. Stauterbuilt wooden boat he restored, outfitted with a restored—and fully operational!— 
1956 Evinrude motor. Lolly Holk told us that Bob and his boat have entered/won events from 
Apalachicola, FL. to Madisonville, LA.  
 
Buster and Elaine Slay won 3rd place in the 1979 or Newer Division with their boat the “Miss 
Elaine.”
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Magnolia Springs Community Association
PO Box 6
Magnolia Springs, AL 36555

2017-2018 Magnolia Springs Community Association Directory Information
Please fill in all information even if you are renewing so we are sure to have your most current information.

Date: ____________________________________

Name(s):________________________________________/________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

      _______________________________________________________________________________

Phone(s):_______________________________________/________________________________________

Email(s):_______________________________________/_________________________________________ 

2017-2018 Membership and Dues Information

Family ($25)_____        Individual ($15) _____            EXTRA: Mailed Paper Newsletters ($15)_____  
  
If Family Membership, please list any additional members of household for nametags: 

___________________________________________________________________________

Additional Tax-Deductible Donation ___________            TOTAL  ______________ 

Please mail this form and your check to: MSCA, PO Box 6, Magnolia Springs, AL 36555


